Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th May, 2012 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
      Councillor Michael Farrelly
Other Members:
Councillors: Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty,  Finnan McCoy, Leonard Hatrick, Padraig McKenny, Mary Kavanagh, Fintan Malone


       Officials:
      Miriam Roe, Town Clerk

Padraig Judge,  Senior Executive Engineer

 Present:

      Michael Curran, Director of Service, Louth 



      County Council, 

 Mr Niall Hughes, Connect Ireland
Apologies:
Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

---------------------------------------

Expression of Sympathy: Cathaoirleach expressed sympathy to Cllr Kavanagh on the death of her father,  to Cllr McGeough on the death of his Aunt and to the family of Mrs Daphne Reid.

MINUTE 31/12

Minutes

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11th April,  2012 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Minogue , seconded by Cllr Hatrick

MINUTE 32/12
Matters Arising:  

Cllr Farrelly thanked all those who supported the Riverside Walk clean up.  Cllr McGeough asked if a press release could be compiled and sent out.  Town Clerk to follow up.
Litter Wardens:  Cllr McCoy remarked that litter wardens only worked 9 – 5 weekdays and that most of the littering was done late at night or at weekends.  
Cllr McGeough stated that the wardens should be highly commended for the work they do which greatly reduced the amount of dumping, in the bog in particular.  
Following discussions it was proposed by Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr McGeough that a letter be sent to the Environment Section in LCC and that this item be placed on the June agenda. 
MINUTE 33/12 
Presentation : Connect Ireland
Mr Niall Hughes, Director of Business Development, Connect Ireland made a presentation to the Members regarding this initiative.   He outlined what Connect Ireland was, how it worked and also the benefits for smaller towns like Ardee.
A discussion followed which ended with the Councillors thanking Mr Hughes for his presentation.  They welcomed this initiative stating that it was an excellent concept. Ardee has adequate land zoned at present and it would give Ardee an opportunity to ‘sell’ the area.

Mr Hughes urged the Members to contact other groups who might want to get involved and also to contact him at any stage.

MINUTE 34/12 
Ardee Castle

Brian Walsh, Curator, compiled a progress report for circulation regarding the castle.    
Cllr McCoy stated he was disappointed that the castle still wasn’t open.   Cllr McKenny urged the members to encourage groups to use the castle for meetings / events etc.  Cllr McGeough stated that it is the jewel in the crown of Ardee and all attempts to open it and use it would be welcomed.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Kavanagh that Ardee Town Council write to Louth County Council  to request that one Council meeting be held in the castle.
MINUTE 35/12
Planned Works

P Judge circulated list of planned works to the Members.

Cllr McCoy congratulated P Judge on works done to date.  He asked if the spotlights/surrounding cages at library could be replaced.

Cllr Malone asked as to the possibility of a staggered gate at ramp into Fairgreen.

Cllr McKenny enquired as to the possibility of km signs along the railway walk.  He also enquired as to the possibility of installing railings at the girls school. P Judge to investigate.

Cllr Minogue asked if the gullies at Dawsons Demesne could be cleaned out as the blockages are causing flooding in wet weather.

MINUTE 36/12
Notice of Motion from Other Council 

· Nenagh Town Council -  Expansion of National Programme of Restorative Justice.
Discussion followed regarding this item will Cllr McGeough stating that this concept has been very effective in other countries.  This programme serves not only the offender, but the victim and community as well.  
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and Seconded by Cllr McKenny that a request be made to place this item on the next JPC Agenda.

MINUTE 37/12

A.O.B:

Cllr McKenny asked for an update on the Foster Monument and proposed monument to commemorate those who served in the two world wars. Town Clerk to revert.
Cllr Minogue asked about the possibility of twinning Louth with another county in Ireland.  It was suggested that this should be put forward as a Notice of Motion for a future meeting.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Minogue and seconded by Cllr McCoy that Ian Walker – Youth Officer with Louth VEC be invited to give a presentation to Members on Youth Cafes and the possibility of setting up one in Ardee.

Cllr Malone enquired as to the current position regarding the Western By-Pass.  P Judge to follow up.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Minogue to allow Ardee Cycling Club use of the Fairgreen one day in June to promote  Bikeweek.

The issue of anti social behaviour in College Park area was discussed and it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Malone and seconded by Cllr McKenny that this item would be included for discussion at the May JPC.
Best wishes were extended to Cllr Hatrick for a speedy recovery.

Best wishes were also extended to John Rafferty of Ardee Historical Society for a speedy recovery.

This concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman

